Our Case Number: ABP-318446-23
An
Bord
Pleanala

Kaye Mullaney and William O'Grady
Skeheens

Ballymacarbry via Clonmel

Co. Waterford

Date: 30 January 2024

Re: Proposed construction of Coumnagappul Wind Farm consisting of 10 no. turbines and associated

infrastructure. . . . :
tn the townlands of Coumnagappul, Carrigbrack, Knockavanniamountain, Barricreemountain Upper

and Glennaneanemountain, Skeehans, Lagg, Co. Waterford. (www.coumnagappulwindfarmSiD. ie)

Dear Sir/ Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept this

letter as a recaipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application
will be made available for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An

Bord Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in refation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website- www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board or email

sids@pleanala.ie quoting the above mentioned An Bord Pleandla reference number in any
correspondence with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

£P Hewry
Niamh Hickey
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737145
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Kaye Mullaney & William O’Grady,
Skeheens,

Ballymacarbry,

Via Clonmel,

Co.Waterford.

" -

20 January 2024

An Bord Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

To whom it may concern H

Subject: Objection to planning application Coumnagappul Wind Farm, Co.
Waterford Bord Pleanila Case reference: PAG3.318446

Objector: Kaye Mullaney & William O’Grady

We refer to the above subject matter and herewith, wish to lodge a formal
objection to the Planning application ref Bord Pleanila Case reference:
PAg3.318446 filed by EM Power consisting of a proposed Wind Farm of 10
wind turbines, electrical substation and associated works in the townlands of
Coumnagappul, Carrigbrack, Knockavanniamountain, Barricreemountain
Upper and Glennaneanemountain, Skeehans, Lagg, Co. Waterford,

(wvm.coumnagappu]windfarmSID.ie)

We are opposed to the developments on the following grounds:

Plain English

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for the proposed
Coumnagappul Wind Farm, Co. Waterford that was compiled by Fehily
Timoney Consutations for EMP Energy Limited (EM Power) is difficult to read
and much of the information is convoluted, acting as a barrier to citizens to
interpret and understand. Minister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation and Science Simon Harris TD launched Adult Literacy
for Life — a 10 vear adult literacy, numberacy and digital literacy strategy on
Wednesday 8th September 2021, Under 3.1 Pillar Two: Access, direct
reference is made to the 'use of complex language, instructions that make
application processes difficult to navigate'. The EIAR document is, in my view,
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unjustifiably complex and denge, Neither is the document available in Irish or
any other language.

3.2 Pillar Two: Access

Plain and Accessib|e Content

One of the bartiers to imaking education and wider public
services more accessible is the yse of complex languagd,

Development






Bleantasour mountaing hag ceased in the last 20 Years to allow the
biodiversity of the area 1o flourish,

Water Sources

The EIAR describes significant Impact to the watersources of the Comeragh
mountaips.

The Comeragh Mountaing SAC has small, corrie lakes at altitudes of ¢.380-
520m that gre likely to contain ap upland variant of the isoetid habitat 310,
and/or the acid oligotrophie habitat (3160). The Comeragh Mountaing are an

* Forestry Felling of 5.4 hecatareg (53,995m2J to facilitate construction
(Chapter ;- Introducﬁon, page 3)

* Installation of medium voltage ang Communication cabling
underground between the PToposed turhjpeg and the Proposed op-sjte
substation ang associated ancillary works






Further to this, Waterford City and County Development Plan 2022-2028
(Chapter ¢ Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment) states that
Waterford City and County is heavily dependent on groundwater for its water
Supply. At present, groundwater is extracted as a source of public water
Supply for the majority of the city and county population.

Due 1o

bedrock is less than 3 metres, the continyed preservation of the
quality of the groundwater in these aregs i essential to sustaining
communities. The Geological Survey of Ireland ( GSl} compiled the
Groundiwater Protection Scheme Jor County Waterford which
identified the main sources for groundwater withiy the County and
the vilnerabilite of such resources to environmental pollution,

the fact that over large areqs of the County the depth to
I

An effective on-site  wastewater Svstem  requires regular
maintenance and must be property located in o setting that will not
give rise 1o hvdraulic issues o groundwater poliution. 4y
Proposals for development thar emtail the discharge of wastewater
10 ground will pe discouraged and will be required to comply with
the EPA Code of Practice for domestic wastevater treatment
Svstens.

The Council wilt use statutory powers under refevant Planning and
emvironmental legislation 1o protect  groundivater, including
Planning  angd environmental impact  assessments, integrated
Pollution controf and /for water pollution legisiation in balancing
the need for- development with the need to protect the environment,
The Ground Water (Amendment) Regulations (2016) provide for
clear environmeniql objectives and groundwater qualipy: Standards
lo strengthen the regime for the protection of groundwater.



MY OION L vy

Figure 9.1 High Status Objective Waterbodies

Figure 9.1 from Waterforg City and County Development Plan 2022-2028
Chapter o. Climate Action Biodiversity & | Environment | Waterford City &
County Coupgj council.ie) clearly identifies the Colligan Basin




Previoug Planning Submission Refusals in the area

In July 2015 Ecopower Developments Ltd(EDL) were refused an applicatiog
for 4 windfarm  jp the Baunfune/Sillaheens/Russeltown/BooIabrien
Upper(P]anning application ref 10 1551) area of oyy Community, thig area is






POJ 18: & weep Crossroads - T, railer suspension raise to oversqiy
Stone walf Utlity pole ang hedge may need 1o be removed (15 pe






determined o a later date gny appropriate consengs Sought in
advapce of works)

construction of
infrastructure;

* HGVs ¢ Concrete wagons) CAITYing concrete for turbine foundationg and
substatiop foundations;

* HGvg carrying building Mmaterials for the substations ag well as electrical
equipment and cabling;

* HGVs carrying plant and fuel;

*HGVs €Xporting site waste;

* Cranes ang associated elements for the main crane for €recting the turbines;
* Private carg and vans for the commuting workforce,

We ask An Board Planyis to not grant this application, baseg on the facts and
Precedents outlipeqd above,

Thank yoy for your time,



William OGrady

Aage Heeltarey
—_—
Kaye Mullaney & William O’Grady

26/01/2024
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